TOWN OF HEMINGWAY

MINUTES OF MEETING ON APRIL 14, 2016
HEMINGWAY TOWN HALL AT 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Grady Richardson, George Sutton-Mayor Pro-Tem, Katie Crosby, Bryan Miller, John Coker, Joseph Lee-Town Administrator, Samantha Lewis –Town Clerk, Chief Bryan Todd, Ken Laster- Public Works Director, W. B. Wilson-County Councilman, Sharon Staggers-Vital Aging, Vincent Staggers and Valencia Staggers ABSENT: Charlie Carter
Public Hearing

A public hearing was called to order for anyone wishing to speak on the changes to the Public Utilities Ordinance and the Hospitality Tax Ordinance.  No one spoke.  Public Hearing was adjourned and Council Meeting was called to order.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes:  Mayor Richardson made the motion to approve the minutes from the March 10, 2016 meeting and was seconded by Mr. Sutton it carried unanimously.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to approve the minutes from the March 23, 2016 meeting and it was seconded by Mr. Baxley and it carried unanimously.
2nd Reading on Amending the Public Utilities Ordinance:  There were some adjustments on the Public Utilities Ordinance that was presented to council on March 23rd.  These changes were sent to council that was highlighted yellow.  Mrs. Lewis explained the changes that were made.  Attorney Askins put together the ordinance based on other cities and towns and Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Tanner made the minor changes as to what was being done previously.   
Section 19.24: The changes were to omit leaking toilets from add that were exposed to frozen pipes, only one bill will be adjusted in any consecutive twelve month period and add public works director to the approval process.  Omit all water adjustments in excess of $200 must be brought to the council for approval before such adjustments is final.
Section 19.21C:  This section of the ordinance allows the Town to charge a person, contractor, etc. in the amount of not more than $500 or imprisonment for up to thirty days or both for unauthorized use of the water.   And the following was added.  Any such person to whom such water is furnished from or by means of meter, who shall, willfully and with intention to cheat and defraud the Town, alter or interfere with such meter that also includes opening or closing of any valves or meters, turning on hydrants, or cause any water, not legally paid for, to flow from the system, shall be guilty.  The first offense will be a charge of $100 and the second offense will be a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for up to thirty (30) days, or both.  

Section 19.21K: This section allows for the temporary use of the water with permission.  The change was the charge will be $66.00 plus the cost of the water used and the monthly base rate.
Section 19.11: This section is to be able to enforce and apply penalties for any person willfully violating any provision of these rules and regulations.  This one had no changes from the last meeting.
Mayor Richardson made the motion to accept these changes to the Public Utilities Ordinance and it was seconded by Mr. Coker and it carried unanimously.
2nd Reading on Amending Hospitality Tax:  Mr. Lee stated that this amendment is to get the attention of the owners of the businesses to comply with the ordinance of paying on-time.  This addition gives the Town the right to revoke or suspend their business license.  It also gives the businesses an appeal process.  There were no changes from the last reading.
 Mayor Richardson made the motion to accept these changes to the Hospitality Tax Ordinance and it was seconded by Mr. Sutton and it carried unanimously.

Fair Housing Resolution:  Mayor Richardson read the Fair Housing Resolution aloud and he made the motion to accept the resolution and it was seconded by Mr. Miller and it carried unanimously.
CDBG Matching Resolution for Effluent Pump Station Upgrade:  Mayor Richardson read the resolution aloud and he made the motion to accept the resolution and it was seconded by Mr. Coker and it carried unanimously.

Older Americans Month Proclamation :  Mayor Richardson read the proclamation stating that the Town of Hemingway declares May as Older American’s Month.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to accept the proclamation and it was seconded by Mrs. Crosby and it carried unanimously.

Two Hospitality Fund Requests:

a. Mrs. Becky Dunahoe from the Hemingway Library has asked for $5000 at the last meeting to help purchase books for the Hemingway Library.  The funds that are coming in are going to replace the books that were damaged at the Kingstree Library and Hemingway Library is in need of funds.  Mayor Richardson asked if this kind of expenditure out of the Hospitality Fund is correct.  Mr. Lee and several members of council agreed that most of the people come from out of Town to visit the Library.  Mr. Sutton made the motion to give Hemingway Library $5000 to help pay for books and it was seconded by Mrs. Crosby and it carried unanimously.


b. BBQ Shag Festival is requesting $8000 this year.  This is an additional $3000 to do electrical repairs and repairs and maintenance.  Council agreed to give them $5000 like we have the previous years and if there is an extra expense that they may be compensated at a later date.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to give the BBQ Shag Committee $5000 and it was seconded by Mr. Sutton and it carried unanimously.
Administrator’s Report: 1) Mr. Lee stated that the electrical boxes have been repaired at the track field and they are ready to go for the festival this weekend.  2) The flag needs to be lit at the park at night and he is asking council to spend the money from the Hospitality Fund for this project.  This will include receptacles, light expenditure, etc.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to pay for this project out of the Hospitality Fund and it was seconded by Mrs. Crosby and it carried unanimously.  3)  The BBQ Shag Festival is this weekend and the 5K Race is Saturday morning.  
There was no other business and meeting was adjourned at 6:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Samantha Lewis, Town Clerk
