TOWN OF HEMINGWAY

MINUTES OF MEETING ON APRIL 13, 2017
HEMINGWAY TOWN HALL AT 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Grady Richardson, George Sutton-Mayor Pro-Tem, Bryan Miller, John Coker, Keith Baxley, Charlie Carter, Joseph Lee-Town Administrator, Samantha Lewis –Town Clerk, Ken Laster-Public Works Director, Shamira McCray-Weekly Observer, Bill Taylor-MASC, Woody Curtis, Gregg Askins-Attorney   ABSENT: Katie Crosby

Public Hearing was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

There were no comments from the public.

Council Meeting:

Approval of Minutes:  Mayor Richardson made the motion to approve the minutes from the March 9, 2017 meeting and it was seconded by Mr. Coker and it carried unanimously. Mayor Richardson made the motion to approve the minutes from the April 4, 2017 minutes and it was seconded by Mr. Sutton and it carried unanimously.
Old Business:  1) No old business was discussed.
Annexation: Mr. Bill Taylor from the SC Municipal Association spoke to council on the procedures for annexing properties into town.  All of the information that he presented is found on the MASC website.  Mr. Taylor encouraged Town to let local folks initiate the annexation instead of municipalities.  Resident will benefit from improved services such as utilities, police, etc.  The benefits form the municipality is more citizens, economy, increase revenue stronger corporate community.  The area that is to be annexed must be adjacent to a municipality limits.  It cannot be linked by railroad, waterways, right of ways, easements, marsh, and utility service lines.  There are three methods to annex.  There is the 100% method and 100% of property owners agree, council accepts the petition, notifies Secretary of State, SCDOT and Public Safety.  Second is the 75% Method and it is a petition/ordinance method.  75% freeholder holding 75% of assessed value filed with the governing body.  Council agrees to accept the petition.  Public hearing and it must state code section date before the first signature (6 months & then it will be null and void) must contain description and plat of area.  A feasibility study on provision of services is required by 75% petition method.
Feasibility study includes service for the residents, additional cost for police, fire, utility rates, and additional revenue, projected level of taxes and fees to support the services, needed revenue, current tax service fees, projected timetable, 30 day public hearing notice.  And the last one is 25% Petition and Election Method.  Petition signed by 25% of the qualified electors, description of the area, signature, address and method using, certify and handle election, 30 days written notice.  Only the ones in the area can vote.  Mayor Richardson thanked Mr. Taylor for coming to the meeting and presenting council with the methods.  Mr. Taylor stated that he will be glad to help out and will be glad to come back for the public hearing.  

Council took a five minute break.

Persons Appearing Before Council:  Woody Curtis from the BBQ Shag Festival presented council with t-shirts and thanked them for the financial backing and support for the festival.  
2nd Reading on Public Utilities Ordinance:  Mr. Baxley stated that after the last meeting on Tuesday about raising water/sewer rates but leave one aspect out.  They aren’t going to pay anymore increases and we let them off scott free while residents have to pay more.  Many are set on income and he feels that it needs to be tabled and revisit it at a later date.  Attorney Askins stated that they will be eligible for the water/sewer increase.  It is stated in the ordinance with the last line, that the rates for water and sewer will stay in effect until further amended.  Mr. Carter seconded the motion to table the reading.  It did not carry with nays from Miller, Coker and Richardson.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to have the second reading on the public utilities ordinance and it was seconded by Mr. Coker.  It did not carry unanimously 4-1 with Baxley nay.
Fair Housing Resolution:  Mayor Richardson read resolution for making April Fair Housing Resolution.  Mayor Richardson made the motion and it was seconded by Mr. Carter and it carried unanimously.
Horry County Home Consortium Intergovernmental Agreement:  The purpose of this Agreement is to fulfill the documentation requirement of 24 CFR 92.101 (a)(2)(ii).  This Agreement is executed to form “one legally binding cooperative agreement among” the “Members authorizing one member unit of general local government to act in a representative capacity for all member units of general local government” and “providing that the representative member assumes overall responsibility for ensuring that the consortium’s HOME Program is carried out in compliance with the requirements of 24 CFR Part 92.”


The Members intend to use funds allocated under the HOME Program to provide affordable rental and home ownership housing through acquisition, rehabilitation, and new construction of housing and tenant-based rental assistance. Mayor Richardson made the motion to accept the Agreement as partially read and it was seconded by Mr. Miller and it carried unanimously.
Administrator’s Report: 1) We got a drawing back from the architecture for the plans for the Town Hall.  We also got a bill.  Mr. Lee stated that we need to pay him and wait on the plans until we hear from another source for funding. The other project that consisted of the two building was $416,000 and the increase is around 5% since the last bids.  Mr. Lee wants to wait until Fall to see what is going to happen.  2) Mr. Lee stated that he would like council to consider having the council meetings at 2:00 instead of 6:00.  Several council members stated that they work and may not be able to get to these meetings.  Mr. Lee asked that they think about it.  
Executive Session:  Mayor Richardson made the motion to suspect the rules for council meeting and go into executive session and it was seconded by Mr. Coker.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to come out of executive session and it was seconded by Mr. Sutton.  There were no actions or votes taken in executive session.    
Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Sincerely

Samantha Lewis

Town Clerk
