TOWN OF HEMINGWAY

MINUTES OF MEETING ON JUNE 9, 2016
HEMINGWAY TOWN HALL AT 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Grady Richardson, George Sutton-Mayor Pro-Tem, Katie Crosby, Bryan Miller, Joseph Lee-Town Administrator, Ken Laster- Public Works Director, Johnathan Laster, Thomas Britton-WCOG and Greg Askins-Attorney ABSENT: John Coker, Charlie Carter, Samantha Lewis –Town Clerk
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Minutes:  Mayor Richardson made the motion to approve the minutes from the May 12, 2016 meeting and was seconded by Mr. Sutton it carried unanimously.  
Old Business:  1) Mr. Sutton stated that he needs the Town’s help with cleaning out the ditches behind the Coachman Inn and his house.  He has had around 3 feet of water in his yard due to the ditches are not draining.  He has called the county and they have looked at it but haven’t done anything.  Mr. Lee stated that he would try to get some help with this.
1st Reading on Zoning Ordinance-Thomas Britton:  Mr. Britton stated that he is not expecting any action on this zoning ordinance today.  He is here for information only.  This draft ordinance will have to be given to the Planning Commission for review and then back to council, public hearing, and final draft to be voted on.  Every council member was given a draft copy.  Mr. Britton stated that the books have a lot of strikethroughs and underlines but there isn’t a lot of changes.  This is mostly to clarify the statement.  This new draft also includes some of the ordinances that have been passed.  Mr. Askins stated that he feels that they need to consider changing the zoning appeals board to 3 members or expand the provisions for being on the board.  He stated that he spoke with a few towns and they use residences, landowners and business owners.  There will not be a first reading next month also.
Executive Session:  Mayor Richardson made the motion to go into executive session and it was seconded by Mr. Baxley.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to come out of executive session and it was seconded by Mr. Sutton.  There were no actions or no votes taken in executive session.
Administrator’s Report: 1)  Mr. Lee stated that we received the bill from Richardson Electrical in the amount of $6600.00.  Mr. Lee stated that it was approved from a previous meeting to take this bill out of hospitality funds for the repairs but council asked to be informed of the amount.  2) Mr. Lee stated that the Dress Code policy that was discussed at the previous meeting needs to be dropped and let the supervisor handle each case.  3) A representative from USDA is asking to do a Farmer’s Market in Hemingway.  They are requesting to use the Outpatient Facility.  If they use the Outpatient Facility, someone will have to be paid to open and close it for them to use the restroom facilities.  Council did not agree to the Outpatient Facility.  They want to use it on Thursdays for about four weeks.  Mr. Sutton stated that maybe they can use the ballfield.  There are lights and bathrooms out there.  4) The new radios ($70,000), two fire trucks ($47,000) and a police car ($28500) grant will be USDA 55% and Town will be 45%.  For a five year lease at 2.87% will be around $14,000 a year payment.  The tag reader that is being considered is an additional $16,000.  Mr. Lee stated that he spoke with Chief Douglas in Johnsonville and suggested that we borrow a reader from SLED to try before we purchase one. Mayor Richardson made the motion to take the money for the 45% out of the budget at the end of the year to pay for these items and to authorize Mr. Lee to purchase these items.  It was seconded by Mrs. Crosby and it carried unanimously.  5) Mr. Lee asked when the new police car arrives, do you want it stripped?  Council agreed to strip all the police cars.  6) A meeting has been set for June 23rd.  Samantha will send out a notice for this.
There was no other business and meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Samantha Lewis, Town Clerk
