TOWN OF HEMINGWAY

MINUTES OF MEETING ON OCTOBER 24, 2017
HEMINGWAY TOWN HALL AT 6:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Grady Richardson, George Sutton-Mayor Pro-Tem, Bryan Miller, Charlie Carter, John Coker, Katie Crosby, Joseph Lee-Town Administrator, Samantha Lewis-Town Clerk, Ken Laster-Public Works Director, Shamira McCray-Weekly Observer and Gregg Askins 

ABSENT: Keith Baxley
Special Called Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Formation of Annexation Procedures:  Mayor Richardson asked Town Attorney, Gregg Askins to address council.  Mr. Askins stated that under the recommendation of the Municipal Association of SC and himself, that the Town form an annexation procedure or policy.  The legal ways to annex property into Town is already addressed in our statues.  But to treat every annexation the same, he put together an outline of considerations to ask before approving annexation.  Generally land is annexed under the same zone that it joins.  In this case, it will be R3.  Mr. Askins stated council needs to know the intent of why land wants to be annexed.  If it is for multi complexes or trailer parks, etc.  The Town will need to know if the water and sewer system is capable of handling whatever the land owner is intending to do with the land.  You don’t want to annex it into Town and then not be able to provide the services that they need.  These things have to be considered.  If they annex into the Town they have a right to hook up to the water and sewer systems. 

1) Effect on the tax base for Town.  A) Add taxes for real and maybe personal property like cars and boats. B) Has requested concessions like “fees in Lieu” or waivers of fees that could be considered (waiver of water/sewer tap fees). C) Business Licenses and other fees.

2) Effect on population in Town.  A) residential or commercial only.
3) Services required by area seeking to be annexed.  A) Water and or sewer already available to area: cost of town or money loss by transfer of out-of-town rate to in-town rate; ability of town to provide the water demands and sewer demands of area to be annexed and costs. B) Extension of water and/or sewer service to area seeking to be annexed (need for larger pipes). Cost to the Town of providing expansion of services and taking into consideration long range for other possible annexations made possible by the present annexation.  (Other properties becoming contiguous as a result of current annexations and actual needs of water and/or sewer demands of area to be annexed (need for larger water and/or sewer pipes, sewage pumps,-our present system of lines will not provide needed water/sewer to area to be annexed.) c) Identification of provider of each service contractual obligation including availability of service if desired after annexation: cable services, electrical services, internet and gas.  D) Determination of the most cost effective way (as to the Town) to provide services to the annexation area. E) Time table for projected provision of services. F) Estimated revenues from current expected taxes, fees and service charges to area to be annexed and when to begin.
4) Any increase in level of taxes and fees required of other citizens in the Town of Hemingway to underwrite or support area to be annexed. A) cost of including loans needed to extend water and/or sewer including upgrades and repairs to existing lines. B) Need for upgrades or maintenance, ordinary and emergency. 5) Total net economic effect on Town as a result of annexation including net cost to Town to provide for services including initial construction costs or anticipated construction costs of utilities, roads, ditches, etc., and taking into consideration in town service rates, municipal taxes for the real estate and person property, licenses and fees.  6) Additional licensing fees due the Town for increase in population (telephone, cable, electric, gas, etc.) 7) Increase insurance rebate for increase in population (%fire rebate). 8) Need and cost of additional police protection. 9) Need and cost of additional fire protection or fire apparatus. 10) Cost of garbage or trash pickup (including debris from storm damage). 11) Other property to become contiguous to Town if annexed area is accepted.  12) Zoning requested of area to be annexed vs current zoning for adjacent property. 13) Effect on land values to land adjacent to or in area of land sought to be annexed. 14) Effect on traffic by vehicles including availability of parking for related vehicles (large trucks, larger parking needs for customers). 15) Construction and/or maintenance cost of roads, sidewalks, shrubbery, etc. in area to be annexed.  
This is a list of considerations that need to be asked before you annex property into Town.  It is very important to ask the question, what is your intent in annexing this land?  Mayor Richardson thanked Mr. Askins for putting together this policy.  Mayor Richardson asked council to take this home and look at it and if there are any major changes, let Mr. Lee know so we can have Mr. Askins back at the next meeting.  The next meeting is in two weeks.  Mayor Richardson made the motion to accept this as the first reading for the annexation policy and it was seconded by Mr. Carter and it carried unanimously.

Playground Equipment: Mrs. Lewis handed out two proposals for playground equipment.  This is the information that was requested at last meeting.  Council members were asked to take it home and look over them for the next meeting.  
Bluegrass Festival is November 4th on Broad Street.  The Darling Family will be here around 11:30.  Make plans to attend now.

Meeting was adjourned at 6:27 p.m.

Sincerely

Samantha Lewis

Town Clerk
